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This new-look newsletter contains accounts of Les Amis projects 
written by volunteers who work so tirelessly for us in Burkina 
Faso.1  They are the ones who know the individuals whose lives 
are being changed by your generosity.  We think that what they 
have to say is inspirational and we hope that you will agree.   
 
Pictured right is the youngest of the girls at the refuge near 
Koupéla.  Without Les Amis she may well have ended up on the 
streets. 
 
Please note that, where necessary, names have been changed in 
order to protect the identity of those mentioned in this on-line 
version of this newsletter. 

 
 

 

 
 
THE YOANN FOUNDATION IN OUAGADOUGOU 
 
Written by Pélagie Ouédraogo, mother of the late Yoann, and Brothers Vianney and Harry, Franciscan 
Capuchin friars of the parish of St Pio in Ouagadougou 
 
The Yoann Foundation continues to give food and practical aid to elderly widows and to the mothers of 
handicapped children for their physiotherapy and to improve the lives of their children. 
 
We brought together all the beneficiaries of the Yoann Foundation on the 12th January 2013 for a 
celebration of Christmas and the New Year, as we do every year.  This ceremony brought together lots of 
children who participated in the joy of the birth of Jesus.  A communal meal was shared between all the 
members of the Foundation as well as the team who runs the Foundation, along with other invited guests 
such as Mr Théophile Ouédraogo, the father of Yoann, who shared the party with the children of the 
Foundation.  It was a wonderful celebration. 
 
Education of Children 
 
At the start of the 2012-2013 school year the Foundation paid the school fees for those of our children 
who are still at primary school and whose mothers are beneficiaries of the Yoann Foundation. 
 
Other than the regular financial and practical help we give to our beneficiaries, sometimes it is necessary 

to react quickly to emergencies, such as when the homes of two of our elderly 
widows were badly damaged by the heavy rain.  Without this help their living 
conditions which are already basic would be intolerable.  
 
As always, we like to visit the children in their own homes from time to time, or 
call their parents to get news of the children or any specific difficulties that 
they are having. 
 
Very sadly, the Foundation lost one of its children when Cédric NIKIEMA (left) 
died on 25th January 2013.  May his soul rest in peace. 
 
 

 
From time to time, one-off help is given to people who come to 
our attention.  For instance, we have been really pleased to 
assist a local woman who was very helpful to Gillie when she 
was here.  Patricia (right) has a number of children plus an 
adopted orphaned girl.  She lives in difficult circumstances and 
we are happy to be the channel by which we have secured 
regular help for her and her family. 
 

On top of that, we were delighted to be able to give a one-off 
grant to Julie (left) to help her start her own little business as a 
moto mechanic.   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
FR PAUL NAZOTIN 
 
Written by Fr Paul Nazotin (right) 
 
The money which is sent to Fr Paul is spent in a myriad of ways.  
Countless individuals are touched by this charity through the work of Fr 
Paul and this remains, for us, one of the most powerful, important and 
exciting ways of giving - Gillie 
 
Every year I am given money to give away in many, varied and 
miscellaneous ways.  I know that this is one of the favourite ways in 
which Les Amis spends its money: in such a way that many people 
benefit in both small and big ways. 

                                                 
1
 All the accounts have been translated from the original French 

 
 
Someone I have known in the past but who has only this year become a beneficiary of Les Amis is 
Adrienne, who is 18 years old.  When she was 14 years old she developed tumours on her ovaries.  With 
the help of a priest friend and her mother, we were able to send her to Europe for treatment.  This year it 
was discovered that Adrienne was going blind.  Recently, in July, she had surgery on both eyes.  But the 
doctors have warned us that she needs to learn Braille.  I have been able to give her some money from Les 
Amis to help to cover the cost of her treatment. 
 
Anaïs is a young girl of 16 years old from a village in the vicinity of Ouagadougou.  Like many young girls 
during the holidays, she went to the town to work as a cleaner for a family.  These girls work for anything 
up to 15 hours a day, and that is if their host families are reasonable!  Most of the girls are less than 18 
years old.  In general they live in the house where they are employed.  They lodge there and eat there but 
in conditions which are always very difficult.  They are paid about £7 per month.  She says that this work 
will help her parents to pay for her studies, her school text and exercise books and her clothes.  Les Amis is 
committed to paying for her school fees for the next academic year. 
 
Cécile is a young woman of 24 years old.  Despite her young age, she already has three children and is also 
HIV.  Her children live in a neighbouring country where she was living with the father of her children.  
When she broke the news of her illness the relationship broke down and she came back to Burkina Faso.  
She is doing well and is much better these days.  She has the intention of rebuilding her life in Burkina Faso 
and has enrolled at a hairdressing school in Fada.  Les Amis helps to cover the cost of this. 
 
The elderly Pierre had a serious leg injury and also, this year, he completely lost his sight.  When I assured 
him that I would take care of his medical bills, he agreed to have his leg treated and to see a specialist for 
his eyes.  It turned out that he had cataracts.  During the course of the year, his eyes have been operated 
on.  At this time, he is able to see again and is both amazed and very grateful. 
 
Edith came to Fada to learn to be a nurse.  She very quickly ran into problems in paying her rent.  Besides 
that, she had no electricity, no table at which to work and no mattress.  With the support of Les Amis we 
have been able to help her with the basics needs to work and to finish her training. 
 
Corinne, from Koupéla, is an orphan in who is in the 4th year of lycée.  She is 17 years old this year.  During 
the holidays she spends the day selling bananas in the town, near the market, in order to get enough funds 
for the next school year.  In fact, with this money, she buys her exercise books, her clothes and has a bit of 
pocket money.  For three years Les Amis has been buying her school equipment for her.   
 
Hélène is 60 years old and lives in a remote village.  A year ago she was struck by paralysis and has lost the 
use of some of her limbs.  Completely dependent upon others, she receives help from Les Amis.  Several 
people, about 20 in fact, receive help of this type in Christine’s village, in order to buy food and medicines. 
 
A university student continues to do well in his studies, having been supported by Les Amis since he was a 
young teenager.  Next academic year, as is the custom, he won’t be able to stay in the halls of residence 
and will have to rent somewhere.  With Les Amis' help, we will be able to help him with that, along with 
his food and equipment costs. 
 
Livestock 
 
As I was meant to be out of the country on a sabbatical this year, I didn't receive money for the purchase 
of livestock.  I nevertheless have some good news from those who have benefited from this type of giving 
in the past.  Two of these beneficiaries had very good harvests.  Didier, one of the beneficiaries last year, 
increased his harvest considerably on last year.  This is exactly the outcome we had hoped for.  In the 
village we are happy for them – a real success story for Les Amis. 
 
Electricity 
 
Another family has benefited from being connected to electricity.  I would see the children trying to do 
their homework by lamplight whilst all the other families around them had electricity.  I had always felt 
very uncomfortable that this family was the only family not to have electricity amongst all the houses in 
our area.  This is a family of at least ten people living together in clearly difficult circumstances. 
 
A big thank-you to Les Amis for the precious help and support that allows us to look at the suffering of the 
men and women with whom we live, but without then having to look the other way.  Thank you. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
BOULSA PARISH 
 
Written by Fr Lambert Sawadogo (right) 
 
I am happy again this year to write you this letter and tell you about the work 
of Les Amis in my parish. 
 
Teaching of Literacy 
 
Every year the parish of Boulsa tries to organize courses in literacy.  This consists of teaching people who 
are illiterate how to read within fifty days.  We succeeded in creating centres of learning in the villages.  
Our latest course ran from February to May 2013 during which we had to prepare the classroom, the 
teachers and books.  We had 15 centres of learning and taught 412 people who can now read.  80% were 
women and girls, 20% were young boys.  Everyone was aged between 13-46.  It is always very moving to 
see them, at the end of the course, reading and writing for themselves and expressing their "gratitude for 
the help in getting them out of the darkness of ignorance".  Now that they can read, they play their own 
part in convincing others to join the next course. 
 
Wells for Water 
 
Availability of water is a problem in some of the villages in our parish.  Last year we couldn’t dig new wells 
because we lacked the finance.  However, with the support of Les Amis, we have repaired some wells. 
 
 
 
 



 

Electricity for a widow 
 
Françoise is 36 years old and a widow with two children aged 15 and nine.  Just before his death, her 
husband had begun his own business and had borrowed money from the bank for his equipment.  After 
his death, her brother-in-law came to their house and took her husband's moto and laptop.  She wanted to 
move to Ouagadougou to be nearer her family, but couldn't afford a house.  The family built her a house, 
though we lacked the money to install electricity.  Les Amis gave us the money for this.   
 
I want to express our gratitude to Les Amis because without your support all these and other activities 
would take a long time or never be achieved.  
 
Thank you to each one you who supports us by supporting Gillie and Les Amis.  We keep you in our 
prayers.  May God bless you.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
PROTECTING AND EDUCATING GIRLS IN THE KOUPÉLA DIOCESE 
 
Written by Fr Charles Ouemenga, Diocesan Bursar (right) 
 
The refuge for runaway girls 
 
The girls undertake several activities: they learn to make the local beer 
(dolo), embroider, weave and cook.  During the rainy season the girls grow 
millet, maize, haricot beans and peanuts.  All this is to ensure a better future 
for them.  They have received lessons in childcare with the intention being to 
educate and prepare them for when they are married.  All these activities are 
possible thanks to your financial help. 
 
The girls are well housed and have their own beds; they never cease to express their joy, for they have 
seen that this gift has given them some human dignity.  Those who became ill received health care and 
have recovered.  We have put in place an in-house pharmacy to meet the primary health needs of the girls 
before driving the girls to the doctor’s for a consultation and medical examinations where necessary.  All 
the girls sleep under mosquito nets which protects them from malaria. 
 
With your financial help, the girls eat three times a day with a varied menu, very rich in vitamins, including 
meat and fish.  Those who arrive without much are given clothes.  We have also been able to install a tap 
in their yard so that the girls always have access to water.   
 
One girl, Josette, got married on 6th April 2013.  It was a source of great joy for everyone at the refuge.  In 
fact, it is the realisation of a dream that all the girls who have escaped from a forced marriage, receive an 
education in the peace of the refuge and can then chose to marry the man of their choice. 
 
The financial help that you give us covers the cost of educating them, electricity and also the cost of 
helping them to see their families, in the hope of reconciliation.  In this way, three girls were welcomed 
back into their families and have since got married to the man of their choice.  This gave everyone great 
joy. 
 
In the name of all of the girls, those who have been through the refuge and those who are here now, we 
thank you from the bottom of our heart. 
 
 
The stories of some of the girls at the refuge 
 
Gabrielle (16 years old): One day I heard my uncle who was talking to my mother; he was talking about the 
day when I was going to be taken to the house of my future husband and he was telling my mother not to 
tell me about it.  I knew nothing about it until that day when I was taken to a family whom I didn’t know.  I 
didn’t know to whom I was going to be married.  I slept with the first wife of the elder of the family and it 
was then that I found out that I would be taken to Côte d’Ivoire where my future husband was.  Two days 
before leaving I went to the market with the other girls of the house.  Upon arriving I made out that I 
needed to relieve myself but instead made a run for it, running off into the bush for fear that they would 
see me.  I arrived at the refuge at about 7pm with nothing except the clothes I was wearing.  I have been 
very warmly welcomed.  Since my arrival at the refuge I have been happy because I have found some 
dignity and I am well looked after.  I have clothes to wear, I eat well and I live in good conditions.  My uncle 
has come several times to take me back to his house but, with the help of those in charge of the refuge, he 
has not been successful.  Thank you to everyone who supports us.  God bless you. 
 
Josette:  I had been given in marriage by my grandfather since my birth as a sign of gratitude; that is why 
the family into which I was given, came each year to greet my family up until I had grown up.  When I was 
17 years old my mother told me that I had been given away in marriage and that very soon I would be 
taken to the family in question.  From that day I decided to run away.  I found the refuge here.  That was 
three years ago, since then I became engaged on 6th April 2013 to a man I want to marry.  We celebrated 
our marriage in the presence of some members of my family.  Dealings with my family were not without 
difficulty, but the Sisters have worked hard so that I can marry the man I love.  I got everything I need for 
my wedding, I stayed at the refuge until the day of my wedding and it was an unforgettable day for me.  I 
thank you, and ask God to bless you.   
 
Inès: I was given in marriage to a man who already had three wives and, as I did not want this, I ran away 
to the refuge.  My parents came to bring me back to the village, but because I would not go back they 
wished upon me every sort of evil.  I have been 
threatened with being banished from the family if I 
failed to marry this man.  I have not given in thanks 
to the support of the refuge.  That has been very 
difficult but, little by little, and meeting regularly with 
them as well as the Sisters, they have begun to 
change their minds.  I currently have a fiancé and I 
hope to be married to him for good.  Thanks to your 
financial support I eat well and live in nice conditions.  
When I am ill I am taken care of and I lack nothing.  I 
thank you from the bottom of my heart, you who 
help me to live with dignity and to those who join in 
the fight against enforced marriage.  God bless you! 

 
 
 
 

Sainte Monique Home in Gounghin, in the Diocese of Koupéla 
 

Written by Father Pascal SILGA, chaplain to St Monique 
 
In the year 2012-2013 St Monica's Home has been able to give good study opportunities to ten secondary 
school orphans and 20 primary school children.  That is entirely due to the support given to us by Les Amis.  
I am therefore once again happy to tell you of the gratitude felt by the orphans and younger girls.  Thank 
you to Gillie whose visit in the month of February 2013 made it possible for us to buy 15 beds for the 
dorms.  Until then, the girls were forced to sleep on mats spread out on the hard floor.   
 
Let me tell you in this report the stories of some of the girls … 
 
 
The secondary school girls 
 
Rachelle: orphaned of both her parents, lives with her 
aunt, herself a widow for some time.  Rachelle has 
benefited from help from Les Amis since 2008 when 
she was at primary school.  After her success in 
gaining a primary school certificate in 2012, Rachelle 
was able to gain admittance to Year 6 and therefore 
came to stay at St Monique's.  Thank you to Les Amis 
whose inestimable aid has meant that Rachelle's poor 
aunt is assured that Rachelle is fed and taken care of, 
particularly when she had Sickle Cell pains during the 
academic year 2013-2013.  In fact, this Sickle-Cell is a disease of the blood specific to this region and the 
treatment for which is barely possible.  Sickle Cell is incurable and Rachelle knows it.  But thanks to the 
education that she has received due to Les Amis, Rachelle has a real determination to follow her studies. 
Rachelle has been admitted to the next year.  

 
Felicia is orphaned of her father.  This child was helped by Les Amis at primary school.  Felicia only knows 
her father from a photograph, since he was killed during the crisis in Côte d’Ivoire.  Despite this trauma 
Felicia gets good results in her studies.  At the moment Felicia suffers from an injury to her right arm, and 
thanks to Les Amis she hopes to recover completely following a surgical procedure planned for the month 
of August.   
 
Aalia is a Muslim orphan.  The child of a polygamous family Aalia had the luck, thanks to her very wise 
mother, to be enrolled at school in the hope of avoiding her child being given away into a polygamous 
marriage, as is the Islamic practice.  Aalia suffers from acute Sickle Cell pains.  Even if she doesn't get 
better, she rejoices in the opportunities offered to her by Les Amis to pay her school fees and to stay at St 
Monique.  Thank you, again, to Les Amis, for alleviating the misery of this orphan and of her mother. 
 
Thank you from the bottom of our heart and may God reinforce our links of solidarity. 
 
 
The Primary School Girls 
 
The aid given by Les Amis has enabled the parents to pay the school feels for 20 children for the academic 
year 2012-2013 and to also buy food. 

 
The guardians of these poor orphans have used the funds from Les Amis to pay for school supplies and 
also to deal with the threat of famine, due to poor rainfall in 2011. 

 
Thank you very much, and God bless you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

YADA CARDS 
Mr Oumarou Yada is an artist who makes the 
most wonderful cards.  He paints oils onto 
cotton and then the cotton is stuck onto the 
card.  Every single card is individually painted 
by hand and is therefore a unique work of 
original art.  Did you spot the three other 
examples of his cards in this newsletter? 
 
We are delighted to be able to help Mr Yada 
by selling his cards here in the UK.  Without 
such support he would find it very difficult to 
make a living. 
 
Cards costs just £1.50 each and are available from our website and also from Gillie directly. 
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Two of the girls making the local beer 

Fr Pascal, Gillie and the secondary schoolgirls 

Food supplies during the time of famine 
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