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This booklet contains accounts of Les Amis projects, written by 
volunteers who work so tirelessly for us in Burkina Faso.1  They are the 
ones who know the individuals whose lives are being changed by your 
generosity.  We think that what they have to say is inspirational and we 
hope that you will agree.   
 
All the names of the beneficiaries have been changed in order to protect 
their privacy in this online version of this booklet. 
  

                                                 
1
 All the accounts have been translated from the original French 
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THE YOANN FOUNDATION IN OUAGADOUGOU 
 
Written by Pélagie Ouedraogo, mother of the late Yoann, and Brothers Vianney 
and Harry, Franciscan Capuchin friars of the parish of St Pio in Ouagadougou 

 
The Yoann Foundation has continued its usual work of giving funds to 
mothers of handicapped children and providing other vulnerable women 
- particularly widows - with food and supplies. 
 
All the beneficiaries of the Yoann Foundation met in December 2011 to 
celebrate Christmas, as they do every year.  Lots of children were present 
who were able to participate in the joy of Jesus’ birth.  All the members 
of the Foundation, friars and guests shared a meal together.  The girls 
from the Karpala refuge also shared the meal with us.    
 
At the beginning of the 2011-2012 school year the Foundation paid the 
primary school fees of all the children whose mothers are members of 
the Foundation.  This helps to provide a future for children whose 
mothers live in poverty; their children will eventually be able to provide a 
better life for their mothers.   
 
This year the Foundation was able to help five children in particular: 
 
Fabrice is being supplied with special shoes to help his foot deformities.   
 
Philippe, after suffering an injury, was able to have an operation at 
Nanoro Hospital.  He now gets around with the help of crutches and can 
walk a lot more easily than before, which means that he can return to 
school.  The Yoann Foundation paid for the operation and the crutches.   
 
Manon is having physiotherapy to correct a foot deformity.  The 
Foundation has paid for her correctional prosthetics.   
 
Chloé is having physiotherapy on her legs.  She is able to get around 
independently with the help of crutches bought for her by the 
Foundation.  
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Marc is having speech therapy, which has allowed him a place at a school 
for handicapped children. 
 
We have been delighted to have been of help in other ways to our 
regular beneficiaries: 

Amélie received money to rebuild her house.   
 
Marie fell from a bench and received a nasty wound to the head; she had 
to go for a scan at hospital.  Her mother would not have been able to 
afford this without the help of the Foundation.  Marie is still receiving 
treatment.   
 
Hélène suffered an attack of dermatosis and was able to go for skin tests 
at Trypano Hospital thanks to the financial help her mother receives from 
the Foundation.  She is still receiving treatment.   
 
Francoise, who is a widow and suffers from HIV, will be given financial 
aid to rebuild her house, which collapsed after a rainstorm.    
 
As always, we visit children in their homes from time to time or call their 
parents to enquire as to how their children are.   
 
We conclude this report by entrusting all the activities of the Yoann 
Foundation to the intercession of the most Holy Virgin Mary. 

 

 
 
"Whilst I was in Ouagadougou I met up with three members of the parish of St 
Pio who have been helped by Les Amis due to their difficult circumstances.  Their 
stories were translated from Mooré to French with the kind help of Pascaline 
Nana" - Gillie 

  
Patrick's story 
 
Three years ago my wife fell ill and died last year in April, leaving seven 
children.  The youngest is just nine years old and the eldest is 26.  Nine 
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months after her death, my second son also died in December 2011.  I used 
to sell textiles.  Due to my wife's illness, all my money has gone.  At the 
moment I have nothing to sell and am working as a night watchman.  I earn 
15,000 FCFA (£18) per month.  I cannot feed the children, and there is no-one 
in either my family or my wife's family who can help us.  Only my eldest 
daughter is married and, herself, living in difficult conditions.  Amongst the 
five children still in my care are a boy and two girls who go to school.  They 
are 14, 11 and nine years of age respectively.  For the boy I have to pay 
75,000 FCFA (£90) per year.  I have come to the friars to ask for help, and 
they have told me that there are generous souls who are willing to help.  I 
was invited to come to the friary to receive maize and oil and I am so very 
grateful.  Thank you, thank you so much. 
 
Antoine's story 
 
My big problem at the moment is that I am homeless.  I had a house in a 
settlement but I had a very sick child for five years.  Just at the moment 
when a census was being taken of those living on our settlement we 
were at the local hospital with our child.  This resulted in us losing our 
home on the settlement.  My first child fell sick at the age of four and 
died in July 2012 at the age of nine.  For the final two years she was in 
bed without being able to get up.  In the last moments of her illness I 
asked the priests to come and baptise her and to give her the final 
sacrament.  The priest who came to baptise her saw our situation.  I live 
with my wife and two children in a house measuring just six metres 
squared, a house that belongs to a stranger currently living abroad, who 
could return at any moment.  As soon as he comes back we will be 
obliged to leave the house.  I am not able to feed my family.  I used to 
run a small stall, but with the illness of my child and a fire that destroyed 
my business, all my money is gone.  I have nothing more to sell.  I used to 
be a roadside bicycle mechanic but cannot do this now.  There is no-one 
in my family or my wife's family to help us.  The priest who came to 
baptise my child told me to come to the friary for the distribution of 
food.  I don't know how to express my gratitude.  It is a big help to me 
because we are in such great need.  Thank you. 
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Isabelle's story 
 
I am a 46-year-old widow.  I was married for 30 years.  Since the marriage 
I have lived with great difficulties and suffering, particularly with financial 
problems, but not bad health.  We have seven children: two boys and 
five girls.  The eldest is a 26-year-old boy and he has a small business 
because he didn’t go far with his studies.  He has just married and he 
finds it difficult to meet the needs of his family.  Because of our 
difficulties feeding ourselves my husband took a new job elsewhere.  He 
left in April 2012 to begin work in the hope of earning something for the 
family.  In July, with no forewarning, I saw people coming into my 
courtyard carrying the body of my husband.  I have no idea of the cause 
of his death.  Now I am a widow with five children to look after.  This has 
all been a terrible shock.  There is nothing I can do.  I gather rubbish and I 
am very badly paid (5,000 FCFA/£6 per month).  I have breathing 
problems and my youngest child is also ill.  I have no help and nothing to 
eat.  Three of my children are still at school, but as I am not able to pay 
their school fees they are with me all day at home.  I asked the 
headmasters of the schools to let them continue at school and for me to 
pay the fees bit by bit, but they refused.  The mud house where we live, 
and which belonged to my husband, leaks when it rains.  Today I thank 
you very much for thinking of me and helping me.  I will never forget it.  
Thank you, thank you.   
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FR PAUL NAZOTIN 
 
Written by Fr Paul Nazotin 

 
"The money which is sent to Fr Paul is spent in a myriad 
of ways.  Countless individuals are touched by this 
charity through the work of Fr Paul and this remains, 
for us, one of the most powerful, important and 
exciting ways of giving" - Gillie 
 

 
A university student 
 
A motorbike, which has been on the cards for 
three years, was bought this year in May 2012, 
following his request.  He had mentioned the 
distance he had to travel in order to go to 
university; indeed, his lessons no longer take 
place nearby, but at the University of Ouagadougou, which is a much 
greater distance away.   
 
Livestock  
 
This year, three pairs of cows and two donkeys were bought for five 
people who needed them.  One of these five people is a woman called 
Anaïs, who is a mother of six children.  Her husband left eight years ago to 
look for a job in Ivory Coast and has not been back since, though he sends 
news from time to time.  Anaïs had the task of raising their children, 
feeding them and sending them to school.  The other villagers suggested 
her as a recipient of a pair of cows, so that she might increase her 
harvests and be better equipped to deal with the difficulties that she 
faces.  She has gratefully accepted the gift.  Her eldest daughter is going 
into her final year of college and will be preparing for her Baccalaureate 
exams.  If she passes them, she may go to university, which would 
demand a lot from Anaïs.  The cattle have come as a real blessing to her, 
and will allow her to cope with current and future difficulties.   
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Joseph has also received cattle.  He is a father of about ten children and 
works hard in his fields.  However, despite his efforts, his recent harvests 
have not yielded much; three consecutive years have seen a consistent 
lack of produce.  For the past year he has been on a list of people to 
support.  This year he was happy to receive two cows.   
 
Pierre has received a pair of cows as well, though it is his wife who 
benefits the most from them.  She is the one who supports the family and 
who sends the children to school.  The villagers suspect Pierre of being 
mentally ill.  The acquisition of a pair of cows will help his wife to work the 
fields with her children, without expecting too much from her 
unpredictable husband.  The charity committee will make sure that 
Léontine and her children are able to work as expected.  However, Pierre 
surprised everyone after the cows’ arrival.  At the beginning of winter, he 
threw himself into working the fields, and everyone is impressed by the 
enormous effort he made during the rainy season.    
 
Miscellaneous giving 
 
This is the most varied way in which I am able to give.  The tendency, for 
the past year, has been to give substantial aid to certain individuals.   
 
Sophie is a young lady who wants to live as a consecrated laywoman in a 
spiritual fraternity.  She had already made her first vows, but such vows 
are only accepted if the women who want to devote themselves have paid 
jobs.  Sophie used to be a secretary but her salary was insufficient in 
relation to the number of hours she worked and the family that she had to 
support.  Indeed, as the eldest sibling, she is responsible for her brothers’ 
and sisters’ school fees, not to mention other family costs.  In July last 
year, she told me that she wished to leave her poorly-paid secretarial job 
in order to train as a teacher, which she said she liked and which 
commands a higher salary.  However, she needed to pay the course fees 
and feed herself for the 12 months that the training lasted.  Profits from 
the sales of her home-made banana wine were enough to sustain her for 
a year, but she lacked the money to pay the course fees.  Les Amis gave 
her the necessary funds.  She has now successfully finished her training.  
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She will be able to start her new job as a teacher in October and will 
renew her vows in the fraternity where she was consecrated.   
 
I have been able to give money away for so many things, such as: 
 
 medicines for the sick 

 spectacles for people with poor sight 

 school fees for 29 children 

 bicycles 

 installation of electricity for a family in Fada 

 financial help for women suffering from HIV 

A lot of money has been used for food 
this year, due to last year’s poor 
harvest.   
 
Plans to help two people start up 
their own businesses 
 
I plan to help two people start up their 
own businesses next year with the 
help of Les Amis.   
 
The first is a family man who would like to set up a small shop selling 
religious and devotional items.  The second is a woman who trained as a 
chef but who recently lost her catering job.  She would like to set up a 
little restaurant.  I think these projects are worth pursuing.  
 
I have always thought that those who benefit from Les Amis’ financial aid 
will feel that God loves them and that He has sent them hope at difficult 
moments in their lives.  These moments of suffering will become 
moments of experiencing God’s love.  At least that is what I hope.   Thank 
you again to Les Amis for its precious aid.  Without this aid, how else 
would I have been able to help everyone?  Thank you so much to all the 
friends of Les Amis whom I mention every day during Mass.   
 

Fr Paul discusses plans for a business 



 10 

PROTECTING GIRLS IN THE KOUPÉLA DIOCESE 
 
Written by Fr Charles Ouemenga, Diocesan Bursar, Diocese of Koupéla 

 
Since Les Amis funded the construction of the new building and the 
repairs of the old ones, the Baskouré (Koupéla) refuge for girls fleeing 
forced marriages has become a paradise.  The surroundings are, indeed, 
very good quality and offer the girls a clean, calm environment.   
 
Even though time will eventually and almost certainly allow us to 
overcome it, the terrible practice of forced marriage remains, 
unfortunately, very common.  Whereas last year the refuge housed 
about 30 girls, it opened last September with only 26 girls, of whom two 
were new to us.  Over the course of the year, we celebrated a marriage 
and said goodbye to five girls who left us of their own accord, having 
freely chosen future husbands for themselves.  Some of the other girls 
were moved to more distant refuges for security reasons, to protect 
them from familial pressure.  Indeed, there is always the risk that a girl’s 
parents or future parents-in-law will come and forcibly remove her.  
When the threat is too great, we place her in a community further away.   
 
By the end of August 2012, there were only 16 girls in the refuge.  
Unfortunately, we can be sure that more will end up coming to us.  We 
are happy that Providence placed Les Amis on our path, which will help 
these young girls to build a better future for themselves.  The support of  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Gillie with some of the girls of the refuge in Koupéla 
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Les Amis ensures day-to-day care and food for the girls.  It also allows 
them to learn trades and to buy necessary materials, such as thread for 

weaving.  Girls who stay at the refuge for a 
long time leave it having learnt to read and 
write, do household chores, cook, take care of 
children and – above all – earn money from a 
craft such as weaving.  They are thus able to 
become more independent and defend their 
rights in the face of social oppression.   
 
On behalf of them and all other beneficiaries, 
we thank Les Amis and all those who support 
them. 

  
 
 
 
 

 
PRIMARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION OF YOUNG ORPHANS 
 
Written by Fr Pascal Silga, Chaplain of St Monique 

 
Report on primary school pupils 
 
Elodie was born in April 1998, in a small village 20 km from the parish of 
Gounghin.  Thanks to the help of Les Amis, she was able to attend school 
during the academic year 2011-12.  Her father died in 2006.  She has four 
brothers who are all at school.  This is a burden for her widowed mother 
who wanted to stop paying Elodie’s school fees, since girls' education is 
seen by society as a waste of money.  Thank you to Les Amis, who has 
given Elodie this providential help.  She will be welcomed into St 
Monique's Home in 2012-13 if she manages to get a place at St Joseph’s 
Secondary School in Gounghin.     
 

Fr Charles 
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Claire was born in 1996 in the same village as Chloé.  Her father died in 
2005.  Of the six siblings, Claire is the only one able to go to school, 
thanks to the help of Les Amis.  One of her brothers immigrated to Ivory 
Coast and the other stayed in the village, unemployed and unable to go 
to school due to his widowed mother’s poverty.  Claire’s sisters did not 
go to school either.  Claire will make the most of this opportunity offered 
to her by Les Amis.  She and her mother thank God for having put Les 
Amis on their life's path.   
 
Sacha was born in 2000 in Leosgtenga, in a village 13 km from the parish 
of Gounghin.  She attended school during the academic year 2011-12.  
Sacja's father died when she was two years old.  Her sister, who is about 
14 years old, left for Ouagadougou to work as a cleaner.  Sacha’s only 
brother lives in Ivory Coast and never went to school, due to his father’s 
death.  Sacha thanks Les Amis from the bottom of her heart for its 
precious help. 
 
Véronique was born in 2000 in Leosgtenga.  Her father died in Ivory 
Coast in 2007 from an untreated illness.  Véronique’s two sisters and 
brother are uneducated.  Her widowed mother married her late 
husband’s brother, who is polygamous.  Véronique lives with her 
grandmother.  Thanks to the help of Les Amis, Véronique has been able 
to attend school this academic year.   
 
Léa was born in August 2000 in Sampaongo.  She is the eldest of three 
sisters.  Their father died in 2011 from an illness made untreatable by his 
lack of income.  Léa’s widowed mother, who makes a big effort to help 
her children escape misfortune, is very glad to have had the help of Les 
Amis.  Despite this, one of Léa’s sisters – who is of school age – is obliged 
to work as a childminder in Ivory Coast.   
 
Mathilde and her twin sister Clementine are not orphans but their living 
conditions mean that they are effectively so.  Their father is mad; any 
parent afflicted with this mental illness lives on the streets, and their 
children are considered to be the cause of it.  The education with which 
Les Amis provides such children will help them to avoid a disastrous 
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future.  Twins are traditionally considered by African culture to be 
strange beings with supernatural powers of divination, which relatives try 
and take advantage of.  The worst thing for Mathilde and Clementine is 
that they would also be forced to enter into a polygamous marriage, with 
both of them marrying the same man.  A school education will help them 
to escape such a future.   
 
Josephine was born in 1999 and is her mother’s only daughter and eldest 
child.  Her mother, like the twins father (above), is mad.  Without a 
school education funded by Les Amis, Josephine would have to stay at 
home to do housework.   
 
Emmeline’s father died during the conflict in Ivory Coast.  Her mother 
was traumatised by the experience; her only consolation is Emmeline’s 
school education.  Emmeline did well at school this year and may thus be 
able to stay at St Monique's Home in 2012-13.  Emmeline suffers from 
chronic bone inflammation that requires surgery.  She will have a medical 
consultation in September, and is entirely reliant on the help of Les Amis 
to treat her arm paralysis. 
 
We thank Les Amis very much for all its help.  All the girls in this report 
have also benefited from food supplies, following the famine that swept 
through the country this year.  The supplies were distributed in June.   
 
Report on secondary school pupils 
 
Sophie successfully passed her secondary school exams and will be able 
to go to college in 2012-13 at St Monique's Home.  This will greatly 
reassure her widowed mother. 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 

Some of the girls of St Monique's 



 14 

THE PARISH OF ST MARIA GORETTI IN BOULSA 
 
Written by Fr Lambert Sawadogo, Parish of Saint Maria Goretti, Boulsa 

 
The parish refuge 
 
The parish of Boulsa has a refuge that serves to protect and educate girls.  
In our region many girls are given away in marriage at a very young age.  
This situation of forced marriage obliges many girls to abandon school, 
be banned from their families and find themselves in helpless situations.  
The refuge provides the girls with accommodation, a normal education 
and the chance to learn a trade such as that of a seamstress.  Boulsa has 
more schools than the local villages, so many girls come to stay at the 
refuge in order to attend school in Boulsa.  We can also place the girls 
with families, particularly if they are in danger of being abused at home.  
Last year there were 50 girls in the refuge.  In Burkina Faso the Roman 
Catholic Church is working for the emancipation of girls.  So we still try to 
go on, to defend the weak.   
 
The money I received from Les Amis was used to finish a dormitory and 
to buy beds, cupboards and mattresses.  We also ensured the meals and 
medical treatment for some of the girls who are sick.  For many whom 
we have placed in families, we buy rice and millet every couple of 
months; we also give each girl a small amount of money per month for 
her personal use.   

Fr Lambert helping some girls as they work the land 
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The refuge has a matron who is doing a good job with the girls, helping 
them with their well-being and development.  We have bought a 
motorbike to help her get around, and it is also used as the girls’ 
emergency transport. 
  
It was providential to have the support of Les Amis, because it was very 
difficult to cope with the costs of running the refuge.  This help was 
wonderful and helps us to do great things for the girls' well-being and 
freedom.  Thank you to all who support Les Amis. 
 
Famine relief in Boulsa 
 
In Burkina Faso, the last rainy season 
was bad and affected our crops.  
People knew that they would have to 
suffer long and difficult months.  The 
situation was made worse by the war 
in Mali; the violence in the city of 
Timbuktu forced many people to flee 
to Burkina Faso.  Thousands and 
thousands of Touareg refugees have 
come here.  The consequence of this is 
that cereals have become very 
expensive, and that the local 
community can no longer afford them.  
Governmental help has been 
insufficient and we have experienced 

famine.  I sent an SOS to Les Amis and 
our cry was heard.  The money sent by 
Les Amis is being used to buy cereals, 
maize and millet to feed people.  Many villages benefited from this help, 
and during June, July and August we were able to feed many people.  At 
least 320 families received this help, and the average family size is six 
people.  About 1,920 people, therefore, have been and will continue to 
be regularly fed during this period.  We also bought seeds and fertilizer 

Fr Lambert at the local depot 
where food is bought 
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to give to people, and we hope that this will help them to produce more.  
Gillie was in some of the villages during her stay with us in July.   
 
Let my tongue cleave to my mouth if I end this report without saying 
“fortunately you were there”: there to support Les Amis; to bear us like 
the Good Samaritan; to provide the hopeless with hope.  May God bless 
you and grant long life to Les Amis.   
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Our dreams for the future … 
 
Just over a year ago Father Charles appealed to us to help him fund a 
training centre for girls in the town of Koupéla.  This remains on our 
agenda and we are therefore looking for help with this.  What can you 
do?  Do you know anyone or any business that might be interested in 
sponsoring this?  If so, please talk to them or let us know. 
 
We are still hoping to be able to inspire a British brewery to take under 
its wing the refuge for girls in Koupéla to the tune of just £5,000 per 
year.  This sum covers absolutely all our expenses for this important 
facility.  What can you do?  Are you in the brewery business or is the 
refuge something to which you feel you can commit anyway?  If so, 
please let us know. 
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YADA CARDS 
 
Mr Oumarou Yada is an artist who makes the most wonderful cards.  He 
paints oils onto cotton and then the cotton is stuck onto the card.  Every 
single card is individually painted by hand and is therefore a unique work 
of original art. 
 
We are delighted to be able to help Mr Yada by selling his cards here in 
the UK.  Without such support he would find it very difficult to make a 
living. 
 
Cards costs just £1.50 each and are available from our website and also 
from Gillie directly. 
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