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Gillie has just returned from her annual trip to Burkina Faso and we are 
pleased to have this opportunity to share all her news with you in this 
newsletter.  Importantly, we are happy to say that all our projects continue to 
do really well. Equally, we have identified further ways of reaching out to 
provide much-needed and life-changing assistance. 

THE YOANN FOUNDATION 

This foundation serves the needs of disabled children, their mothers and other 
women in real need.  They get together regularly at the Franciscan Friary in 
Ouagadougou where they are given money, sacks of rice and also meals. 

Gillie spent a morning with the 20 handicapped children 
and their mothers, and also the 22 women whose lives are 

so difficult as to rely on the kind of 
help we can give to them.  Aristide 
(right) is a young boy with a terrible 
case of hydrocephalus.  We will be 
seeking medical advice as a matter of 
urgency to see if there is anything 
which can be done for him.   
 
Amélie (left), is a delightful girl whom 
we have been looking after for some time.  She has 
grown out of her wheelchair and replacing it for her will 
be one of our priorities.   

 
One of the important 
aspects of our work is to 
provide the women and 
their handicapped children 
with a meal every time they 
come for the distribution.  
Here (right) is one of the 
boys enjoying a meal of rice 

mixed with vegetables and dried fish.  Thank you to 
Brother Apsalom and Pélagie for making the work of the 
Yoann Foundation possible.  Thank you to our 
benefactors for helping us to bring joy to so many. 

PROTECTING AND EDUCATING GIRLS AND YOUNG WOMEN 

The protection and education of girls and young women is key to our work.  
Burkina Faso is a country which favours males and gives few rights to females.  
One of the biggest problems is the giving away of young girls to much older men 
who often already have other wives.  If those girls know of somewhere to run for 
help and protection, then they run.  If not, they are consigned to a life of servitude 
and misery.  We are so happy to be able to help them.  

At the refuge 
in Baskouré 
things are 
getting better 
and better.  
The range of 
skills they are 
learning is 
becoming 
ever wider, equipping them to face up to 

lives forever cut off from their families.  Everything they make and grow they 
are able to take to the market and sell.  This year, with Les Amis funds, they 
bought a machine (above right) which enables them to process the maize 

which they have grown, saving them 
hours of work.  On top of all of this, 
they continue with their studies 
(left), working hard to give 
themselves the best possible 
opportunity in life.  
Thank you for making 
this possible. 

…. in Baskouré, near Koupéla 

…. in Gounghin 

In Gounghin we house and support ten secondary school orphans who 
live together at St Monique’s Home.   

Over the years we have improved their 
living conditions with the purchase of 
beds for each of the girls and, at their 
request, tables at which to sit and eat 
their meals together.  To help them with 
their studies, they have built up a really 
super library.  We always ask them if 
there is anything they need.  Last year it 
was a fridge (left) with which they are 

delighted.  This year they asked for a moped to help get to and from 
the local town.  We would also like to get them a couple of bicycles, as 
these are always a really useful means of getting about.   
 

For those ex-
St Monique 
girls who have 
completed 
their 
secondary 
school 
education and 
have had to 

leave the haven of St Monique’s Home in the pursuit of further 
education, we have offered a fund to help them do so.  This aspect of 
our work has been up and running for the last couple of years.  Gillie 
caught up with these girls to see how they are doing.  Most are now 
studying at the University of Ouagadougou, though some are at 
university in Koudougou, to the west of Ouagadougou.  Osanne (who 
came top of the year) has done three years and will soon have one 
year’s formation.  Rosine is in her first year doing Geography, with two 
more years to go.  Jacinthe and Babette are both in their first year, 
doing Law and English.  Léonoise in her first year of Law; Chloé is in her 
first year of Economics; Charlene is in her third year of Economics.  Well 
done to all of them for their hard work. 

…. in Fada  

At the St Joseph’s Training Centre in Fada, owned by the Diocese of 
Fada, we sponsor the seamstress training of a number of girls who 
have run away from forced marriages. 

Over the years, we have 
improved their sleeping 
accommodation, built them a 
toilet and a piggery.  All is going 
well for them, except for the fact 
that the roof of 
their dormitory 
leaks in the rainy 
season.  We will 
therefore be 
working with 

them to get the roof repaired in 
order to ensure dry nights in the 
rainy season which starts in the 
next few months.  

…. Tougri 

This year we gave 
funds to pay for the 
training of a group of 
young girls in the skills 

of hairdressing, cloth dying, 
knitting and cooking.  They are 
all deeply grateful for this 
opportunity to acquire skills to 
help them make a living.  Right 
are the girls in a hairdressing 
training session. 



NEW PROJECTS 

Tenkodogo: with the increasing dangers posed to 
travellers to the north of the country, we felt 
that, if we were to spread our giving wider, it 
would be wise to look to the south.  In 
Tenkodogo we have a good friend in the form of 
Fr Vincent de Paul (right) whom we have known 
since he was a young seminarian.  He is now the 
Bishop’s secretary and in a key position to work 
with us.  We have offered the diocese a small 
amount of money which they would love to use 
to help pay the school fees of girls. 
 
In the remote village of Salembaoré, the women have set up an association 
called ‘Naamtenga’ meaning ‘Love each other’ with the sole aim of improving 
their marriages.  At a recent formation session, the local parish priest asked 
them a question: “Is there much dialogue between you in your marriage?”  
The vast majority said, “No, we don’t talk to each other”.  The women are 
very keen to be given formation to help them and their husbands to improve 
their married lives.  Happily, their husbands are very supportive of this 
initiative.  Les Amis has given them a small donation which will be necessary 
to secure a series of talks and formation to support them in this really 
interesting and important step towards learning how to create happier 
married lives and homes.     

WITH JUST A BIT OF HELP 

We love to give help directly to individuals whose situation in life is difficult.  
The help we give to them is genuinely life-changing.  

Many of you will have read in previous newsletters about 
Abelle and her disabled son, Alard.  Gillie was relieved to see 
that, two years after we first reached out to help her, she 
and her children are doing very well indeed.  Alard now 
attends a special school in Fada, and Abelle has work nearer 
to home.  Our intervention changed her life.  Right is Karine, 
Abelle’s daughter, and Alard, enjoying the tennis balls we 
gave to them.  Simple but important pleasures! 

 
Another lady to whom we have 
reached out is Norberta (left).  
She has six children and a 
husband who doesn’t have a 
stable income.  Their life is one of great poverty.  
However, she is good at keeping pigs and would 
like to work with them.  Disappointingly, she is held 
back by a husband who doesn’t like her to work, 
despite their poverty.  With mediation, there are 

hopes that Norberta will be allowed to keep pigs and thereby 
make a living for the family.  Les Amis is ready to advance her the 
money she will need to invest in a couple of pigs. 

 
One of the key ways in which a woman can make a living is 
by learning how to be a seamstress.  Given that clothes are 
never bought ‘off the peg’, seamstresses are usually busy.  
We are grateful to local priests who help us to reach out to 
individual women in difficult situations.  This year, we were 
alerted to Morganne (left) whose husband died 
unexpectedly just eight days after the birth of their second 
child.  Life for widows is 
really hard and therefore 
Les Amis gave her the 
funds to buy the 
equipment she needed to 

set up as a couturier, and this is going well.  
Another woman to whom we have been able to 
reach out is Perrine (right) who, like Morganne, 
was given the funds to set herself up as a 
couturier.  Thanks to you, these women are 
now doing well, and life is considerably less 
terrifying. 

EDUCATION, EDUCATION, EDUCATION! 

During Gillie’s visit to both the nursery 
and primary schools of Gounghin this 
year, three direct requests for 
help were made: 1) for the 
construction of toilets at the 
nursery school where they 
currently have none, 2) for the 
laying of a water pipe from the 

local presbytery, where there is water, to the nursery school where 
there is none and, 3) for the construction of a kitchen at the primary 
school in order to feed the children a midday meal.  We will be looking 
at the cost of these in the hope that we will be able to help them. 
 
This time last year we published a photograph of students in their newly 
built secondary school in the town of Manni (below left).  They were 
sitting on the ground because they didn’t have any desks.  The 
photograph below right is of the same classroom taken in February this 
year during Gillie’s recent visit.  As you can see, thanks to you, the 
children now have somewhere to sit.   

Education is the key to helping families out of poverty.  Over the years 
we have helped to refurbish and build schools.  

LOTS OF GRATITUDE 

Thank you to all of you for your wonderful ongoing 
support.  Thank you, particularly, to those who 
have set up monthly standing orders – these are 
invaluable! 

WANT US TO COME AND GIVE A TALK? 

We are always pleased to give illustrated talks to 
groups however big or small, as this remains one of 
the best ways of telling everyone about our work.  
Please be in touch with us if you’d like us to give a 
talk to a group to which you belong.   

A personal message from Gillie … 
 
It is always a bit sad when charities become so 
large that the original ethos gets lost along the 
way.  Les Amis remains small and with its ethos 
intact.  We don’t mind staying small, but we would 
love to increase the number of those who have 
taken out standing orders!  To that end, we would 
ask you to pass this newsletter on to anyone you 
think might be interested in supporting us.   
 

Thank you for continuing to help us to change lives. 

The poor will never cease out of the land; 
therefore I command you to open wide your hand 

to the needy and to the poor.   
Deuteronomy 15:11 

 
In so far as you did this to the least of those brothers of mine,  

you did it to me.   
Matthew 25:40-41  
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