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Dear friends and supporters of Les Amis, 

If you have been helping us over the years, you will know that Gillie 
has visited our projects in Burkina Faso every February, without fail.  
Despite months and months of preparation, very sadly, this year her 
trip had to be cancelled.   

 

…. in Fada  

At the St Joseph’s Training Centre in Fada, owned by the Diocese of 
Fada, we sponsor the seamstress training of a number of girls who 
have run away from forced marriages. 

BURKINA FASO HAS A PROBLEM ... 

When we first began our work in Burkina Faso, over ten years ago, it 
was one of the safest countries in Africa.  Then, following the fall of 
the Gaddafi government in Libya in 2011, Al-Qaida of the Islamic 
Maghreb cells moved into Mali and Niger and it is from these 
countries that increasing numbers of 

terrorist attacks 
have been carried 
out in Burkina 
Faso over the last 
few years.  
Incursions and 
attacks in the 
country have 
increased markedly over the 
last few months.  As a small 
example, a Canadian (left) was 
kidnapped, his body later being 

found by a road.  There were further kidnaps 
involving an Italian and a Canadian (both above 
right).  Then, in February, a Spanish Salesian 
missionary priest (right) was taken from his car in 
the south of Burkina Faso and shot dead.   

On the night of 24th February, Father Lambert 
(right), with whom we 
have worked closely for 
some years, sent a 
Whatsapp message to let 
us know that he and four 
other priests were holed 
up in the presbytery of 
Pissila and could hear 
gunfire going on in what 
was a terrorist attack.  
Staying in the presbytery was 
dangerous, as was leaving the 
presbytery.  The attack went on 
into the early hours of the next 
day.  It was with great relief to 
hear, later that morning, that 
Father Lambert and his friends 
were OK.  Pissila is a small town 
through which Gillie would have 
had to travel had she made her 

journey to Burkina Faso this year.  With all of this as an extremely 
worrying backdrop, it is clear that it would have been unwise for 
Gillie to travel there this year.   

It seems to us that now, more than ever, we need to support 
those who need us.  Our work therefore will continue and, 
with your help, flourish. 

PROTECTING AND EDUCATING GIRLS AND YOUNG WOMEN 

The protection and education of girls and young women is key to our 
work.  Burkina Faso is a country which favours males and gives few rights 
to females.  One of the biggest problems is the giving away of young girls 
to much older men who often already have other wives.  If those girls 
know of somewhere to run for help and protection, then they run.  If not, 
they are consigned to a life of servitude and misery.  We are so happy to 
be able to help them.  

One of the increasingly 
popular ways of 
widening our giving is to 
support the work of the 
Franciscan friars who 
help us to run the 
Yoann Foundation.  
They offer training as 
seamstresses to girls 
from poor backgrounds.  

After their training, the friars give each of the girls a sewing 
machine enabling 
them to work for 
themselves, from 
home, and make a 
living.  At the 
moment there are 19 
girls (right with their 
teachers) who are 
about to leave their 
training and who will 
each need a sewing 
machine at a cost of 
about £90 each.  We are delighted to have been able to help 
them with this.   

In November of last year Gillie 
was invited to give a talk to 
some of the women of the 
Catholic parish in Cranleigh, 
Surrey.  As a direct result of 
that talk, we were given the 
funds to build a much-needed 
workshop at the St Joseph’s 
Training Centre in Fada.  This 
workshop will give them the 
space that they have needed for some time to meet their 

clients and make the clothes which 
they order.   

Building work has begun (above) 
thanks to this gift from Joan 
Morris, in memory of her late 
husband, Albert.    

We are extremely grateful for this 
very generous gift which will be 
such a help to many girls over the 
coming years.    

The Yoann Foundation in Ouagadougou ... 

This was where all our work began.  Named after the late Yoann, a sufferer of 
cerebral palsy, this foundation serves the needs of disabled children, their mothers 
and other women in real need.  They get together regularly at the Franciscan Friary 
in Ouagadougou where they are given money, sacks of rice and also meals. 

The women and children of this project continue to be brought 
together regularly for the distribution of money, food and other 
practical help, including a really nice meal for everyone.  We cannot 
thank enough the friars and Pélagie (Yoann’s mother) for the amazing 

work they have done, over the years, in helping us to reach out 
to so many women and children.  Thank you, our benefactors, 
for making this possible.   

Names of beneficiaries have been changed on this online version of the newsletter to protect identities. 



REACHING OUT TO INDIVIDUALS 

We love to give financial help directly to individuals whose situations in life 
are difficult.  The help we give to them is genuinely life-changing.  

EDUCATION, EDUCATION, EDUCATION! 

We are always deeply touched by every 
donation we receive, no matter how much, 
either as a standing order or as a one-off 
gift.  As with any charity, income can 
fluctuate from times of plenty to slightly leaner times.  Thank you 
to all those who continue to make regular donations to us via a 
standing order (we need more of these!).  It is our hope that our 
commitment to pass on 100% of all donations to those in need 
will inspire you to encourage your friends and family members to 
support us.  Thank you in advance.  

Education is the key to helping families out of poverty.  Over the years 
we have helped to build and refurbish schools.  

LOTS OF GRATITUDE 

WANT US TO COME AND GIVE A TALK? 

A personal message from Gillie … 
 
I cannot stress enough what a terrible 
decision it was to cancel my annual trip.  It 
has been a great sadness that I have been 
unable to see the many people – the 
individuals and larger projects – all around 
Burkina Faso, whom I was really looking 
forward to seeing again, and whom it was 
important to see again.  When will I get back 
to Burkina Faso?  I genuinely don’t know, though I am 
champing at the bit to get there just as soon as it is safe to 
do so.  But I am heartened to think that none of the 
country’s current woes affect our projects, because they 
really don’t.  So, please do continue to support us and 
please also tell others about us.  We need more people to 
commit to a regular standing order.  In the meantime, we 
are keeping in our prayers Burkina Faso, all its wonderful 
people, all those who have been kidnapped or who are 
missing and their families. 

 

Thank you for continuing to help us to change lives. 

The poor will never cease out of the land; 
therefore I command you to open wide your hand 

to the needy and to the poor.   
Deuteronomy 15:11 

 
In so far as you did this to the least of those brothers of mine,  

you did it to me.   
Matthew 25:40-41  
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In our last newsletter we 
mentioned that in the 
village of Gounghin we 
wanted to be able to help 
the nursery school there 
to secure the provision of 
water amongst other 
things.  Very happily, 
following the publication 
of our newsletter, the 
Golding family (right) 
made a donation which has made this project possible.   

It is hard for us to imagine what it might 
be like to run a nursery school which has 
no access to running water: nowhere to 
wash hands, nowhere to get a drink, no 
toilets.     

It was therefore wonderful to have just 
received some photographs from Fr 
Jacob, the parish priest in Gounghin, 
which show the lovely, clear 
water running from the tap 
(left) and the children (below) 
who are so grateful to have 
water at last!  

When Gillie visits Burkina Faso she always takes cash with her to give 
to a number of individuals, some of whom we’ve known for a while 
and others who are relatively new to us.  This annual handout, for 
some, is critical.  Thankfully, we have easy and secure ways of 
sending money online to very trusted people, all of them priests.  
Therefore, all those whom Gillie was due to see in February have 
been given the financial help promised to them: Morganne, a 
widowed mother of young children; Mme Moreau, the mother of 
Fabien, a Down’s Syndrome child; Abelle, the mother of Alard, also 
with Down’s Syndrome; Norberta, a very poor woman who would like 
to build up a business; Perrine, a seamstress; Justine, whom we have 
been supporting through her university education for the last few 
years and who is doing really well, to name just a few.  Out of sight to 
us this year, but definitely not out of mind!  We are greatly looking 
forward to seeing them as soon as it is safe to do so. 

Without doubt giving talks is the best 
way of telling people about our work.  
Our experience has shown that it really 
doesn’t matter how big or small the 
group is – talks always attract the help 
and support we need.  Therefore, we’d 
really love to give more talks.  Even if 
you don’t belong to a group yourself, 
but could host a talk for a group of your 

friends, then please let us know.     

WHERE TO PICK UP NEWS ABOUT BURKINA FASO 

There Is surprisingly little news about Burkina Faso in the 
British press.  However, there are some good websites out 

there with up-to-date news.  One 
of them is en.rfi.fr (then search 
for Burkina Faso).  Another is 
www.africannews.com.  If you 
are good at French then 
lefaso.net is excellent.  

http://www.les-amis-bf.org.uk/

