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Dear friends and supporters of Les Amis, 
 
Gillie has just returned from a trip to Burkina Faso and is delighted to be 
sharing all her news with you in this newsletter.  Most importantly, we 
are happy to say that all our projects continue to do really well.  But 
equally, we have identified further ways of reaching out to provide 
much-needed and life-changing assistance. 
 
The Yoann Foundation and helping the disadvantaged 
 
This important fund for women who have disabled 
children or who are in difficulty themselves now has 20 
children and 19 women on its books.  Very sadly, one of 
the women, Roselle (right), died in October 2013 leaving 
one daughter who is being cared for by an orphanage, 
and a son aged 18 who remains in their little hut and 
who is still at school.  We continue to give help to both 
of these children.  We are pleased to be able to add five 
very handicapped children to our books and look 
forward to doing what we can for them and their 
mothers.   
 
One of the key aims of this foundation is to provide this group of 
vulnerable women and children with regular opportunities to get 
together socially for a big meal.  Happily this coincided with Gillie's visit, 
and it was wonderful to see all the women and children enjoying a 

delicious meal 
together and 
feeling very much 
part of an 
increasingly strong 
group of women 
who understand 
each other and 
each other's 
problems. 
 

 
Protecting and educating girls and young women … 
 
…. in Baskouré, near Koupéla 

 
Happily, the refuge for 
runaway girls in Baskouré 
has a reduced number of 
girls at the moment.  At the 
most, we have had up to 30 
girls, but at the moment 
there are just 18.  The 
youngest two are sent to 
school where they are 
excelling; the older girls 
work hard at weaving, beer-

making, embroidery and working the field.  They sell all that they make at the 
local market.  One of the happy outcomes of making regular trips to the 
market is that the girls, most of whom have run away from a young and 
forced marriage, have 
the opportunity to 
meet the man of their 
choice.  On 4th January 
of this year we had the 
joy of one of the girls - 
Agathe (right) - getting 
married.   
 
 

…. in Gounghin 
 
Last year Gillie was shocked to 
see the sleeping arrangements 
for the secondary school 
orphans of St Monique's whom 
we are sponsoring through 
school: just three beds between 
13 girls.  We placed an 
immediate order for beds, the 
result of which is that all the girls can now sleep comfortably.  Gillie asked 
them if there was anything else they'd like.  Their answer was that they'd love 
a proper table and chairs so that they can actually sit down and eat together 
in the evening.  We have, of course, provided the funds needed to make this 
happen.   
 

Also in Gounghin is a delightful 
but very run-down little 
nursery school to which, this 
year, we were able to give a bit 
of financial help.  They really 
don't have much at all, and it is 
astonishing to think of what 
the teachers achieve with so 
little. 
 
 

 
 
Father Paul (left)  
 
We are able to reach out to countless individuals due to the help 
that Fr Paul gives to us.  To pick out just a few examples, we were 
delighted to buy a couple of cows for a farmer (below right), and a 
donkey for a man working as a catechist (below left) in a village just 
outside Fada N'Gourma.  Catechists in Burkina Faso are trained for 

four years before they are allowed to work as catechists.  Once fully trained, 
this will be their job for life 
…. albeit an unpaid one!  It 
is up to the villagers and to 
those whom they are 
catechising to provide for 
them and their families.  
Hence, catechists are often 
in real need.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
It is also through Fr Paul that we 
continue to sponsor a student (right) 
through university: to educate a young 
person is to set him on the road to a 
good job; this in turn will help to lift a 
family out of poverty.  We have been 
helping this young man since he was a 
boy and it is truly wonderful to see him 
growing into a bright and confident young man about to graduate from 
university with a degree in Law. 



Little extras along the way … 
 
It is impossible, when in Burkina Faso and 
visiting our regular projects, not to spot 
the potential to do more good by 
reaching out to those not yet 'on our 
books'.   
 
 
Gillie was alerted to the plight of eight young girls (below) who are separated 
from their families and being looked after by a facility - St Joseph's Training 
Centre - in Fada N'Gourma to the east of the country.  These girls are being 
trained as dressmakers in order to give them a skill by which they will be able to, 
one day, look after themselves.  It came to our attention that the facility was 
short of the necessary funds to look after the girls.  Given that the cost is just 

£200 per girl per 
year, we have 
offered to take 
them on.  It will 
be wonderful to 
have a hand in 
giving these girls 
a chance to make 
something of 
themselves. 
 

 
 
 
When in Burkina, Gillie always has the opportunity to stay in a 
remote village where there is no running water: all water has to 
come from just one well/pump which serves 100s of people.  Just 
before her arrival in February, the pump broke down for a full ten 
days.  One can only imagine the difficulties such a failure of the 
village pump caused to so many people.  The villagers appealed 
to Les Amis for help in sinking a new / second well.  Having seen the difficulties 
for ourselves, we have committed to spending £4,000 on a new well and pump 
for the village.  If this is of specific interest to you, and you'd like to make a 
donation towards the project, then we'd be grateful to hear from you. 
 
 

A woman came to our attention who 
had not been able to walk for two 
years because she was badly in need 
of an operation.  Having had her 
operation, paid for by us, she is now 
able to walk again, albeit with the help 
of crutches for the moment.  She is 
receiving regular physiotherapy for 
which we are happy to pay. 
 
 

 
In our last newsletter we were able to tell you about Julie, below, a young 
woman who was trained as a moped/motorbike mechanic and who needed help 
in setting up her business.  Gillie took the opportunity to visit her when she was 
in Ouagadougou and was happy to see that things are going well: her business is 
in a good location (right on a busy crossroads with lots of passing traffic) and she 
has begun to 
accumulate the 
necessary 
equipment, 
though a bit 
more will be 
necessary in 
due course.   
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LOTS of gratitude! 
 
Thank you to Natalie Erentz who made the Christmas 
cake (below) for us to raffle.  This resulted in £130 
which will pay for at least three children to attend 
primary school for a year … what a result from just 
one cake!   

 
A big thank-you to ALL of you for 
the donations which continue to 
arrive, week in and week out.   
 
Thank you, particularly, to 
those who have taken the 
plunge and set up a regular 
payment to Les Amis: this form 
of supporting us is invaluable.  
If this is something you are 
considering, then please use 
the form enclosed. 

 
 
Want us to come and give a talk? 
 
We are always pleased to give illustrated talks to groups however big or small, as 
this remains one of the best ways of telling everyone about our work.  Gillie is 
looking forward to giving a talk in Smethwick, in the Midlands, in June.   
 
Before that, however, you have the opportunity to hear about our projects in 
greater depth when Gillie gives a talk at St Edmund's School (The Drive, 
Godalming, GU7 1PF) at 7.30pm on Tuesday 1st April 2014.   
   

 

 
A personal message from Gillie … 
 
Come December, when the preparations for my 
February trip are in full-throttle, it always feels a 
bit stressful and a little unreal to think that I'm 
about to set off to a country which, in a thousand 
different ways, is so unlike our own.  I continue to 
feel a tad jittery until I step out of the aeroplane 
and into the warm evening air of Ouagadougou.  
At that precise moment I feel entirely at ease and happy to be back as I 
contemplate the warmth of the love and welcome of the people of Burkina 
Faso.  Much more importantly, I think of all the wonderful things we can do 
and the many lives we can change with just a little cash, well and wisely 
spent.   
 

Thank you for continuing to help us to do this. 
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