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Dear friends and supporters of Les Amis, 
 
Gillie has just returned from a trip to Burkina Faso and is really happy to 
have this opportunity to share all her news with you in this newsletter.  
Most importantly, we are happy to say that all our projects continue to 
do really well.  But equally, we have identified further ways of reaching 
out to provide much-needed and life-changing assistance. 
 
The Yoann Foundation and helping the disadvantaged 
 
This important fund for women who have disabled children or who are in 
difficulty themselves continues to be very busy.  We have a new little girl – 
Sabine (below) – who was abandoned by her mother because of her being 

handicapped.  Thankfully her aunt has taken on 
responsibility for looking after her, though it 
was clear during a tearful interview with her, 
that she is finding it difficult.  Sabine is the most 
delightful child with a captivating smile and 
personality, despite her difficulties.  We are 
looking forward to helping her aunt to look after 
her. 
 
Gillie also met up with Robert, the orphaned 
son of Roselle, one of the ladies whom we had 
been helping before she died in 2013.  Robert is 
just a young man still at school and really 
struggling to cope with life.  He wants to carry 

on with his studies and to become an architect.  Gillie has promised him that 
we will do all that we can to support him in such a way that makes it possible 
for him to realise his ambitions.  Should he be successful he will then be able 
to look after his much younger sister who is in an orphanage.   
 
We continue to provide food and 
practical aid to many elderly 
women who have nowhere else to 
turn.  Right is one of our ladies 
who has just received a big bag of 
rice and some soap – she is 
thanking Gillie in the traditional 
head-to-head greeting.  
 
 
 
Protecting and educating girls and young women … 
 
…. in Baskouré, near Koupéla 
 
The refuge in Baskouré for young girls running away 
from a forced marriage is doing very well indeed.  The 
younger girls are achieving good results at school and 
the older girls are building upon their beer-making, 

embroidery and weaving 
skills by learning to make 
soap.  The soap (right) has 
been stamped with the 
initials “FJFB” for “Foyer de Jeunes Filles de 
Baskouré”.  On top of these skills, they are learning 
how to look after pigs, chickens and rabbits and, in 
the right season, grow their own crops.  All of the 
things they make or rear, the girls sell at the local 
market where many of them meet the man of their 
choice.  In fact, on 8th April of this year, Thérèse 
(left) will be getting married.  We wish her and her 
husband-to-be every possible happiness.  

 
 
 

…. in Gounghin 
 
Last year, when Gillie asked the ten secondary 
school orphans whom we are looking after and 
sponsoring through school if there was anything 
they needed, they responded with one voice: a 
table and chairs so that they can actually sit down 
and eat together.  We ordered these straight away 
and it was wonderful to see them in use when 
Gillie was there recently.  She arrived just in time 
to sit down and have lunch with them.   
 
Also in Gounghin is a delightful but very run-down 
little nursery school to which, this year, we were 
able to give a bit of financial help.  After a recent 
inspection they have been told that they need to 
build a toilet for the children as there are no toilets at the moment.  They’d 
also like to have some round tables in the classrooms and to have the swings 
in the playground repaired.   

 
  
…. at St Joseph’s Training Centre 
 

This became a new project for us 
last February.  At that time Gillie 
had been alerted to the plight of 
eight young girls (left) who have 
run away from a forced marriage 
and who are being looked after by 
a facility - St Joseph's Training 
Centre - in Fada N'Gourma to the 
east of the country.  These girls are 
being trained as dressmakers in 
order to give them a skill by which 
they will be able to, one day, look 

after themselves.  Since February last year we have taken on the funding of the 
girls to the tune of £235 each per year.  Just before leaving for Burkina last 
month, Gillie received an email from them:  “With your help we have paid for 
their training costs, food and living.  Thanks to you they eat well and have clothes.  
They are happy and want to thank you.  That which I would dearly love would be 
to build a toilet for the girls [because they don’t have one], and also a hen house 
so that they can rear chickens.  That would give them the opportunity to learn 
skills for the future other than dress-making.  May God bless you.”  
 
When Gillie was there last 
month she asked if it would be 
possible to see where the girls 
sleep and was truly shocked at 
the conditions.  These three 
single beds (right) were for all 
eight girls.  We placed an 
immediate order for five more 
beds and eight new mattresses 
so that each girl can have a bed 
to call her own.  We also gave 
them the money they need to build a toilet for the girls. 



Helping to set women up in business … 
 
We have been helping Julie (right) to 
establish herself as the owner of a 
small workshop where she repairs 
mopeds and motorbikes – known 
locally as ‘motos’.  It has been going 
well, with increased profit margins 
month on month.  We have recently 
bought for her a machine with which 
to clean motos and have just given 
her the funds for the purchase of a 
tyre-inflation machine.  She is a very 
bright and determined young woman 
and we are proud to have been able 
to help her to make a success of her business.   
 
 
Water! 

 
Many of our readers will remember that, 
last year, Gillie was in a village where their 
pump/well had broken down for a full ten 
days.  It was a nightmare for the villagers 
which prompted them to appeal to us for help in sinking a 
new well.  Many of you responded promptly and 
positively to the appeal we made for this specific project, 
an appeal which has resulted in a wonderful new 
well/pump for the village (left).  When Gillie was there 

last month she was overwhelmed by the gratitude and joy which was expressed 
by the villagers (below) when they came together for a celebration of the new 
well.  Thank you to everyone who helped to make this possible.   
 

 
 
   
Boulsa …. 
 
In the parish of Boulsa, where Fr Lambert is the parish 
priest, we like to do what we can to help Fr Lambert to 
help his parishioners.  We contribute towards the 
upkeep and maintenance of the all-important wells and 
also the provision of adult literacy lessons.  The literacy 
programme consists of three levels.  Level One: 50 days 
of literacy lessons / learning to read; Level Two: 
Initiation in the French language; Level Three: for some 
who have done L1 and L2, one week’s formation in 
agriculture; one week’s training in animal husbandry; 
one week’s course about money management.  Fr 
Lambert (right) showed Gillie the books and resources 
which have arrived so that they can start to realise their plans for 24 literacy 
centres, each taking 30 students.   
  

Whilst Gillie was in Boulsa she 
met a very handicapped 
woman (left) who had travelled 
over ten kilometres on her 
tricycle with two flat tyres in 
order to find Fr Lambert to ask 
him to help her to repair her 
tricycle.  This is the type of 
expenditure for which Fr 
Lambert is regularly asked and 
with which we are happy to 
help.   

 

LOTS of gratitude! 
 
Thank you to Gill Facey (right) who 
celebrated a significant birthday last year 
and who asked that, instead of presents, 
donations be made to us.  This is a 
wonderful way of having great fun with 
friends whilst raising really good funds.   
 
A big thank-you to ALL of you for the 
donations which continue to arrive, week in 
and week out.   

 
 
 
Thank you, particularly, to those who have taken the 
plunge and set up a regular payment to Les Amis: this 
way of supporting us is invaluable.  If this is something 
you are considering, then please use the form enclosed. 

 
 
Want us to come and give a talk? 
 
We are always pleased to give illustrated talks to groups however big or small, as 
this remains one of the best ways of telling everyone about our work.  Please be 
in touch with us if you’d like us to give a talk to a group to which you belong.     

 

 
A personal message from Gillie … 
 
Fresh from my annual trip I am bursting with news to 
tell you.  Despite the many sad stories I come across I 
generally keep a calm and level head and heart.  
However, this year for the first time I cried.  I had 
been to see a woman who had fled an abusive 
husband.  She had two children and was pregnant 
with her third child at the time of her running away.  She subsequently 
give birth to a Down’s Syndrome child.  Her family has blamed her having 
run away for the fact that the baby was unwell and have distanced 
themselves from her.  After meeting up with her and as our car was 
pulling away, the headlights caught her and her little family making their 
way into their completely dark and dusty little house where she would 
have to cope with the children’s needs with no electricity.  I cried as I 
considered what a difficult life she had through no fault of her own, and 
with nobody to help and support her.  I am therefore taking this 
opportunity to beg you to help us to help people like her.  By far the best 
way is to set up regular payments by completing and sending us the 
enclosed form.  If you are already making such payments but are touched 
by anything in particular and want to make additional donations, then 
these would be very welcome. 
 

Thank you for continuing to help us to change lives. 
 
 

 

 

The poor will never cease out of the land; 
therefore I command you to open wide your hand 

to the needy and to the poor.   
(Deuteronomy 15:11) 

 
In so far as you did this to the least of those brothers of mine,  

you did it to me.   
(Matthew 25:40-41) 
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