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Spring 2016 
 
Dear friends and supporters of Les Amis, 
 
Gillie has returned from her annual trip to Burkina Faso and we are 
pleased to have this opportunity to share all her news with you in this 
newsletter.  Most importantly, we are happy to say that all our projects 
continue to do really well.  But equally, we have identified further ways 
of reaching out to provide much-needed and life-changing assistance. 
 

Very sadly, just before Gillie left for 
Burkina Faso, there was the terrible 
attack by ‘Al-Qaeda of the Maghreb’ 
extremists on the Splendid Hotel and the 
Cappuccino Café right in the heart of 
Ouagadougou, leaving many people 
dead.  One of those killed was Tomas 
(left), the cousin of Father Lambert, who 
has featured many times in our 
newsletters.   Tomas was the taxi driver 
who had just driven Leila Alaoui, the 
renowned 

Amnesty International photographer, to the 
café.  Seeing gunmen, he ran into the café to 
get her out.  Leila was already on her way out 
having suspected something was about to 
happen as she had understood their Arabic 
when the gunmen were talking to each other 
in the café.  As they were jumping into their 
car, the gunmen opened fire; Tomas was 
killed outright and Leila died later in hospital.  
Knowing that Tomas leaves a widow and five 
children (right, the eldest is not featured), we 
were very anxious to meet his bereaved 
family with a view to helping them if we 
could.  We were able to give them an 
immediate sum of money to help them 
through this terrible time.   
 
 
The Yoann Foundation and helping the disadvantaged 
 

Gillie had a wonderful 
day with the 
handicapped children 
and also the women 
who suffer great 
difficulty in their lives.  
Very sadly, since our 
last newsletter, two of 
our children have 
died.  The first was Bianca (left) aged 14, who 
died of Malaria just before Christmas.  The 
second was Dorine aged just six.  With their 

passing, the foundation has identified two new handicapped children 
who will benefit from the help we give.  During her visit Gillie was really 
delighted to hear that the women come together regularly not just for 
social reasons, but to make things to sell, such as Sumbala (a local 
delicacy) and also big bars of soap (see the women, below, proudly 
showing the box of soap ready for the market).  This is a very 
encouraging development of our overall programme to help them 
become self-sufficient.   
 

An equally important 
aspect of our work 
with this group is to 
ensure that they get 
together socially.  
They are now given a 
meal together every 
two months and, to 
end the year, a big 
party at Christmas 
time.   
 

Protecting and educating girls and young women … 
 
We see, as key to our work in Burkina Faso, the protection and education of 
girls and young women.   
 

Many years ago we began to help the family of Justine (left), 
a very bright girl with lots of potential, but from a poor 
family.  Justine is now in the second year of university 
studying English and Chinese.  Next year, as part of her 
degree, she has to go and study in either an English 
speaking country or China.  She will soon be letting us know 
the options available to her and the likely costs.  We look 
forward to helping her to achieve what should be a very 
exciting and important year abroad. 

 
…. in Baskouré, near Koupéla 
 
What a rapturous welcome 
Gillie received when she visited 
this important refuge for girls 
in Baskouré.  At this refuge 
there are currently 28 girls, the 
eldest being 23 and the 
youngest, just 13.  Ten of the 
girls are still of school age and 
are therefore being sent to school.  All of these girls are victims of an enforced 
early marriage or have been rejected by their families.  Those not at school 
continue to grow their own vegetables and nuts, brew beer, weave and 
embroider cloth and make soap.  All these things are sold in the local market 
where most of the girls eventually meet the man of their choice.   

 
 
…. in Gounghin 
 
At St Monique’s in Gounghin we continue to support ten secondary school 
girls who have been orphaned of one or both parents.  Last year we asked 
what happens to these girls once they have left the support and protection of 
St Monique’s, particularly if they want to continue with training for a future 
career.  For the first time since this project began we have made a sum of 
money available to help these girls to 
further their education, with the result 
that nine ex-St Monique’s girls are now 
being given vocational training to 
become, for example, nurses and 
teachers.  Finding real joy in small 
things, these girls were thrilled to be 
given a box of biscuits when Gillie went 
to pay them a visit. 
 
 
…. in Fada  
 
This time last year Gillie was shocked 
at the sleeping conditions of the girls 
at the St Joseph’s Training Centre 
who are being looked after and 
trained as seamstresses, all of whom 
we are sponsoring.  Neither did they 
have a toilet.  We immediately gave 
them the necessary funds for buying 
sufficient beds and the building of a 
toilet, all of which they now have.  
Two of the girls (Felicia and Celeste) who graduated last summer are doing well.  
Felicia has left the centre and is now working and living happily in Diabo; Celeste 
(above, on the left) is in the middle of an eight-month work experience with a 
tailor in Fada.   



Also in Fada, for some years 
the bishop of Fada has been 
asking us for help in creating 
a school for the girls of the 
St Agnes Refuge in Fada and 
for other local girls.  The 
plan had been to buy a plot 
of land and build on it, but 
this option was just too 
expensive for both us and 
them.  The eventual 

outcome, with our help, has been the complete refurbishment of buildings 
already existing within the compound of the St Agnes Refuge with the result that 
there are now sufficient classrooms plus a lovely big and airy refectory where the 
girls will eat a cooked lunch.  Everyone is delighted with the outcome.  Above is 
one of the classrooms. 
 
 
Helping to set women up in business … 
 
Last year Iseult (right) was devastated at 
the loss of her roadside café in Kaya.  We 
were able to step in and give her the 
necessary funds to set her business up 
elsewhere in the same town.  Gillie was 
really pleased to see that the new café is 
in an even better part of town, right next 
to a major bus-stop where people pile 
out of buses and straight in to the café 
for a meal.  The business is doing well 
and turning over a profit.   
 
 
With just a bit of help … 
 

In February last year, Gillie met Abelle 
(left, with her children), the mother of a 
young Downs Syndrome child.  She had 
been rejected by her whole family on 
account of the handicap of her child and 
because she had run away from her 
abusive husband.  A year later, and after 
helping her financially, Gillie was anxious 
to see how things were with Abelle.  The 
first big change was that, with our help, 
she has been able to install solar panels 
which have 

truly transformed family life.  Alard, who is now two 
years and seven months old brings nothing but joy to 
his mother and sister.  Abelle works as a teacher a 
good 20 kilometres away and cannot get home in the 
middle of the day.  She therefore leaves Alard in the 
care of a local girl until she gets home in the evening.  
Life is hard, but less hard thanks to the help we have 
given to her.  One of the things we did last year was 
to ask another local but older mother of a Downs 
Syndrome child – Mme Moreau (right, with her much-
loved Fabien) – to befriend Abelle.  This she has done 
and has proved to be a great help and support to 
Abelle and her little family.   
   
 
Manni 
 

In our Autumn 2015 
newsletter we gave you 
news of one of our 
biggest projects to date.  
We had been asked to 
help the town of Manni 
to build a desperately 
needed small secondary 
school.  It was a great 
relief to both us and the 
people of Manni that two 

of our key benefactors were happy to help, with the result that the town has its 
longed for school.  Gillie (above, in one of the classrooms with Fr Jean-Baptiste 
Yarga, the diocesan Director of Education, and the builder) was overwhelmed by 
their joy and celebration.  Four brand new classrooms are complete and are 
almost ready for the first set of children who will leave the local primary school 
this summer and who, instead of having to travel almost 200 kilometres to school, 
will now be able to attend school just around the corner.  It is a truly wonderful 
outcome, though there remains the challenge of buying the desks.  If this is 
something you would like to help with, then please be in touch.   

An irresistible project 
 
In Fada there is a group of homeless / street children who are either orphans 
or who have been thrown out of their family homes.  When in Fada Gillie 
usually stays with a small group of religious Sisters whose principle work is the 
running of a clinic, though they do their best also to take care of these 
children.  But money is really tight for them.  We are therefore hoping to be 
able to help them out if at all possible and are looking at ways of doing this. 
 
 
LOTS of gratitude 
 
It has been a hard time for charities!  Whilst there may 
well be charities which spend more than they should on 
admin, there are equally many who, like us, use donations 
with great integrity.  Thank you to all of you for your 
wonderful and ongoing faithfulness and support without 
which none of our work would be possible.   
 

Thank you to BBC Radio Surrey for taking such an 
interest in us and our work whilst Gillie was in 
Burkina Faso.  There was a live on-air interview 
with Gillie on 14th Feb on the ‘Sunday Breakfast 

with Emily Jeffery’ show (2h:24 mins into the programme).  Following that 
the ‘Breakfast on BBC Surrey’ show featured a long interview with Gillie, 
broken up into five episodes aired daily between 15th and 19th February 
(approximately 2h:46 minutes into the show) 
 
14th Feb: http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p03gxs1c#play 
15th-19th Feb: http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p017tht6/episodes/player 
 
Want us to come and give a talk? 
 
We are always pleased to give illustrated talks to groups however big or small, as 
this remains one of the best ways of telling everyone about our work.  Please be 
in touch with us if you’d like us to give a talk to a group to which you belong.     
 

 

 
A personal message from Gillie … 
 
Fresh from my annual trip I have been bursting with 
news to tell you.  What was the highlight of the trip?  I 
might be tempted to say my day in Manni, helping the 
town to celebrate the opening of their new school.  But 
I think it was probably seeing how much life has 
improved for Abelle and her gorgeous family since we 
started to help her.  It is very sad that her family is unable to accept Alard 
due to his Downs Syndrome, for he is a true ray of sunshine.  I was also 
very keen to make the acquaintance of Tomas’s widow and to see with 
my own eyes the reality of life for those left behind after such mindless 
terrorism as that which happened in Ouagadougou in January.  It was 
wonderful that, thanks to YOU, we were able to reach out and help her.  
All our projects are doing well, but cannot continue to do so without 
ongoing support.  I do beg you to consider a regular Standing Order if you 
have not already set one up, as these really do help us greatly. 
 

Thank you for continuing to help us to change lives. 
 
 

 

 
The poor will never cease out of the land; 

therefore I command you to open wide your hand 
to the needy and to the poor.   

Deuteronomy 15:11 

 
In so far as you did this to the least of those brothers of mine,  

you did it to me.   
Matthew 25:40-41 
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